The very earliest life on earth was so small you would
need a microscope to see it. These tiny cells evolved
over hundreds of millions of years into animals that you
might recognise now. Animal life started in the sea in
the Cambrian period around 500 million years ago.
Millions of creatures lled the oceans. At this time the
rst sh-like animals also evolved.

During the Cambrian Explosion, the sea was
home to a huge range of animals. Trilobites
as small as a millimetre and some as long Jelly sh look to
as 60cm would have been scouring the the same now as
bottom of the sea for scraps. During this they did millions of
time the rst animals with backbones years ago.
(like us) called chordates (like

inal Ived.
spinal cord) evolved Jelly sh fossils have been found dating

back over 500 million years. That was the

Pikaia (a chordate) could be an Cambrian period when life appeared in
ancestor to all animals with

" . huge numbers. It's called the Cambrian
ackbones. It became extinct )
millions of years ago Expl03|on.

People have been nding Ammonites for thousands
of years. They are very common and because of
this they are quite cheap to buy. This means they
are a great way to start a fossil collection.

Why are they called Ammonites?
For many years they were
thought to be fossilised

coiled up snakes and

were even carved or
painted at the end to show a
shakes head. They were
someties even called snakestones.

They are called Ammonites
because they look like the horns of
the God Ammon.
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